
OUR VISION
Every child has a safety net, second chances,
& the skills to pursue their dreams and

all of our children feel valued everywhere they go.
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St. Paul Youth Services

Pushing limits is a healthy part of youth 
development. How we respond to youth 
when they act out can dramatically alter 
the course of their lives: for better or much, 
much worse. 

St. Paul Youth Services’ approach is smart, 
fair, and loving. For more than 40 years, our 
programs have been getting great results 
for our kids and our community. 

• We partner with community 
agencies on proven strategies for 
positively engaging and redirecting 
young people - at home, in school, in the 
courts, and in the community.

•
unhealthy behavior by our youth,
building transformative relationships 
with young people and the adults in 
their lives - and responding with extra 
support in times of crisis.

• We serve as a community resource,
sharing our expertise with anyone who 
wants to more effectively connect with 
and champion our youth.

St. Paul Youth Services
2100 Wilson Avenue, St. Paul 55119 
651-771-1301 • www.SPYS.org

WHO WE ARE

St. Paul Youth Services serves 1,200 children ages 5 to 18 
each year through behavior intervention, family support, 
crisis counseling, and restorative justice services. The 
majority of children we serve are youth of color from low-
income families. 

9 out of 10 young people we serve improve their behavior, 
do better in school, don’t get arrested, and peacefully resolve 
family con�licts. That’s why we’re the trusted partner of 
dozens of public agencies and youth-serving nonpro�its. We 
use proven strategies and continually improve our services 
through innovation and to address emerging needs. 

We’re now growing to serve even more youth and 
community partners. Consider us a resource if you’re ready 
to better connect with and champion our youth – whether 
you’re a city resident, parent, educator, police of�icer, or 
community organization. 

Our PARTNERS

Following are our public agency partners. We also work with 
a wide variety of nonpro�it organizations.

St. Paul Public Schools

City of St. Paul
Parks and Recreation
Police Department
Public Libraries
Sprockets

Ramsey County
County Attorney’s Of�ice
Sheriff ’s Department
Community Human Services

State of Minnesota
Department of Human Services
Department of Public Safety

Become a St. Paul Youth Services champion today!

“St. Paul Youth Services not only helps my family work through our problems, they renewed my strength 
and resolve as a parent.” 

– Parent 

“St. Paul Youth Services saves money and lives – not only the lives 
of the kids in trouble but also their families, their neighborhoods, 
and our community.”

 –St. Paul City Councilmember 

“St. Paul Youth Services plays a key role for students 
who are behind due to behavior issues by supporting 
them to be more engaged in school, work on their 
behavior, set goals for homework and attendance, and 
address any issues at home.” 

– School Principal

“When a behaviorally-challenged student was having 
an outburst, I was able to calmly refer that student 
to St. Paul Youth Services’ Behavior Intervention 
Program staff and continue teaching – instead of 
taking the whole class’ time to give added attention 
to the negative behavior. The student was also able 
to return to the classroom quickly and with a better 
attitude that allowed him to learn.” 

– School Teacher

WHAT PEOPLE SAY

“I never thought someone would want to help me after I did something wrong.”
– Youth Participant



PROVEN STRATEGIES. 
MEASURABLE IMPACT.

HOPE & OPPORTUNITY RESTORED.

ST. PAUL YOUTH SERVICES’ 
positive early intervention 
approach increases a child’s 
chances of...
living at home • positive family relations 
• staying sober • regularly attending 
school • academic success • positive 
classroom behavior •  high school 
graduation • gaining life skills • 
employment • staying out of prison • 

intergenerational wealth • seeing one’s 
children follow the same positive cycle

at HOME
Through our Children’s Crisis Response, we 

with their children and helping them build 

99% of the youth crises we responded 
to were de-escalated without police 

at SCHOOL

Program, we provide on-site support at 

their classroom behavior,  81% 
improved their academic performance, 

of suspensions, while teachers and 
students experienced fewer classroom 

with the LAW

intensively in a case management capacity 
with children under 10 who have engaged 

children have typically have been exposed 

program for four or more years have 
not been charged with a subsequent 

approach, helping youth who’ve been 

charged with a crime, pursue a more 

in the COMMUNITY

A community center was calling the 
police 2-3x a week in the summer 

receiving our training, they didn’t feel 

Ambassadors have started dozens of 
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ST. PAUL YOUTH SERVICES’ APPROACH

at HOME
59% of homeless youth surveyed said 
being locked out or told to leave led in 
part to their homelessness

Many youth report not being able to 
discuss problems with their parents

at SCHOOL
Being suspended even once increases 
a child’s risk of being held back, 
dropping out, or being incarcerated
The majority of school suspensions are 
for nonviolent behavior 

more likely to be suspended than 
white students 

with the LAW
Youth of color are more likely than 
their white peers to be arrested for a 

Youth in prison are more likely than 
peers to drop out of school and have 

About 60% of incarcerated youth were 
released without a place to live; only a 
third received help securing housing
The earlier a child commits a crime, 
the more likely the child will become a 

in the COMMUNITY
17-21% of 9th and 11th graders 
are home alone or otherwise 

school programs available to them
30% of 9th graders have had 

trapped, lonely, depressed, anxious, 
and hopeless about the future 
Up to a sixth of 9th and 11th graders 
have considered suicide
13% of high school juniors believe 
adults in the community care about 
them very much
15% believe adults in the community 
don’t care about them at all

OUR SOCIETY’S current, 
punitive approach increases a 
child’s chances of...
being held back a grade • not gaining 
basic skills • dropping out of school 
• unemployment • homelessness • 
becoming a ward of the state • being 
sexually exploited • teen parenthood 
• abusing drugs • committing crime 
• further incarceration • self-harm • 
seeing one’s children follow the same 
negative cycle

CHILDHOOD MISTAKES. 
LIFELONG CONSEQUENCES. 
STOLEN DREAMS.
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Lack of learning, 
removal from

classroom, 
suspension

Arrest, 
removal from 

home, self-harm, 
runaway

Police stops, 
arrests, charges, 

incarceration

Neglect of basic 
needs, lack of 

supervision and 
caring 

relationships

SOCIETAL RESPONSE TO CONFLICT


